
Relating to Shepherds 

1st Timothy 5:17-25 
(series #20) 

 
Intro: the differences/similarities of elders/pastors 
 
I. The Exhortation about Honoring Elders    v. 17 

A. God’s design is for elders to rule/lead 
 

B. Some elders lead well and some don’t 
 

C. Some elders are vocational and some aren’t 
 

D. “Honor” includes pay, as well as respect 
 
II. The Biblical Basis for Support    v. 18 

A. Deuteronomy 25:4 
 

B. Luke 10:7 
 

C. The assertion that both are Scripture 
 
III. Accusations against Elders    vv. 19-21 

A. The protection against false accusations v. 19 
 

B. The public rebuke of elders in sin    v. 20 
 

C. The solemn charge for impartiality    v. 21 
 
IV. The Caution in Appointing Elders    vv. 22-25 

A. Don’t be hasty    v. 22 
 

B. Parenthesis to relieve Timothy’s mind  v. 23 
 

C. “Time and truth go hand in hand”    vv. 24-25 
 
Conclusion: Your spiritual leaders need your prayers! 


